BUCKINGHAM
Once in the privacy of his chamber, James had time for his own cogitations. Arguments pressed thick upon him against this rash enterprise. The personal danger to 'Baby Charles', as he still called his son, struck terror into his heart. The nation would blame him for letting its Prince depart into the power of a foreign country, his fellow monarchs would view his action censoriously, his prestige abroad might easily be ruined.
Gone was his peace of mind. He paced this way and that in an agony of apprehension, and was so overwrought that when the Prince and the Marquis came to him about the arrangements he burst into tears and told them that che was undone and it would break his heart if they pursued their resolution'. His arguments against the enterprise came forth in a torrent. The treaty could not be assisted by such rashness, and the only result of the mad enterprise would be that the Spaniards and the Pope, having secured the Prince in Spanish territory, would make the most of their opportunity to press for greater privileges for those of the Roman Catholic religion over here, which would never be agreed to by an English Parliament. Yet, were these privileges not granted, they would cause such delays that the old king feared he would never live to see the marriage take place, or to see his beloved son again. He proceeded to tell Buckingham that his complicity in such a scheme would seal his unpopularity with both people and nobility, and his enemies would make it an occasion to attack him. Nor would it lie in the King's power to protect him against such attack.
With more sighs and tears, the King concluded and begged them to give up the whole idea. To all of this the Prince and Marquis presented a stony front. They did not attempt to meet the King's arguments, but merely reminded him of his promise, Buckingham telling him
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